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October 26, 1994

94-289
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU RESEARCH TEAM PUTS NEWSPAPERS ON COMPUTER

CHARLESTON -'- An Eastern Illinois University librarian and a journalist have
teamed up to change the way researchers access newspaper articles.
If they are successful, researchers will no longer have to spend endless
hours in a library searching for information on newspaper microfilm. Instead, they
will be able to use their desktop computers to dial-up and access newspaper pages
from anywhere in the world without ever leaving their homes or offices, or, for
students --their dorm rooms.
Karl Bridges, assistant professor in Booth Library and grant director, and
Glenn Robinson, associate professor of journalism and general manager of the
campus newspaper, The Daily Eastern News, are using a $40,000 Illinois State
Library Association grant to develop a system that will put standard newspaper
microfilm onto a computer (digitization).
They will launch their project locally by developing searchable digital
archives of The Daily Eastern News that will be available anywhere in the world
through Internet, a worldwide computing network.
-more-
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The grant includes the installation of state-of-the-art Macintosh computers in
the Charleston Public Library and Charleston and Cowden-Herrick high schools that
will give them access to the electronic newspaper archives via Internet.
Bridges and Robinson plan to use techniques already in standard industry
practice to

digiti~e

the 35mm microfilm image, which involves running the newspa-

per microfilm frame through a high resolution scanner.
Using optical character recognition technology, they will convert the
digitized microfilm image so that the scanned image of the microfilm consists of
both image and type elements. They will add a search function to facilitate
research.
The fully processed pages will be available on a file server with 24-hour dialup access for the participating public library and high schools and the university
community.
"Our project is unique because it allows users to find newspaper articles
quickly and easily and to view newspaper pages in their entirety, including pictures
and text. This has not been done before," said Robinson.
"The development of a computer newspaper archive provides greater user
access to university resources, enhances the newspaper as a research tool,
increases preservation of materials and lowers the cost for access and storage,"
Bridges noted.
Bridges and R<>binson said the techniques developed in their 12-month
-more-
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research project could eventually be applied to other library materials, including
books, periodicals and graphic images.
"The possibilities are endless," Robinson commented. "I imagine that
newspapers and other businesses throughout the country will have an interest in
our digitization project and adapt the technology to their specific needs."
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